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Half a Sixpence 
A musical based on H.G Wells novel ' Kipps' . Half a 
Sixpence tells the tale of a humble clerk, Arthur Kipps, who 
finds himself working in a Folkestone drapery emporiulll 
together with his shop workers: Buggins - the pessimist, Sid 

- the socialist, Pearce - the dandy and the shop girls: Flo, Kate and Victoria. The 
drapelY is Hln by a demanding owner, Mr Shalford, who is obsessed with three 
working values; system, efficiency and economy. As a child in an Olphanage, Kipps 
meets a young girl, Ann, who becomes his childhood sweetheart. As a token of their 
love, Kipps breaks a sixpence in two and shares it with Ann. As they grow up they 
drift apart. Now as one of the older apprentices, Kipps finds himself working in the 
drapely. However, just as life is getting him down, Ann turns up unexpectedly in 
Folkestone to seek out Kipps and rekindle their happiness. This isn ' t the only 
surprise for Kipps for after a chance encounter with Chitterlow, an extravagant 
playwright, Kipps inherits a small f0l1une . Now with 'money to bum ' Kipps is 
drawn towards the high life and aspires to be a 'proper gentleman ' . Forgetting his 
work pals and childhood sweetheart, Kipps moves up the social ladder to rub 
shoulders with the gently. He is soon captured and engaged to the well educated 
Helen Walsingham who tries to mould Kipps into something he isn ' t. Kipps soon 
realises that he ' s not cut out for the high life , breaks off the engagement with Helen 
and seeks out Ann. However, just as Kipps is settling down with Ann, building a 
mansion and planning out his future , fate deals Kipps a blow and he and Ann soon 
find their new found wealth is no more. But for Kipps, fate is a strange thing that 
always seems to change especially for the best as there is one more twist in the tale. 

--------------- ~<=1[ I ---------------

Scene 1: The EmpOli um Here Comes a N0I111al Working: Day Kipps. Sid. Pearce. 

Scene 2: The Basement All in the Cause of Economy 

Scene 3: The Promenade Half a Sixpence 

Scene 4: The Emporiulll This is it 

Buggins. Kate. Flo. 
Victoria & Company 

Sid. Pearce. Buggins. 
& Kipps 

Kipps. A.ll11 

Kipps. Chitterlow 



Scene 5: Theatre Pub Alley 

Scene 6: Evening Class 

Scene 7: The Promenade 

Scene 8: The Emporium 

Scene 9: The Promenade 

Scene 10 : The Municipal Park 

Scene 11 : Cricket Match 

Money TO BlID1 Kipps. Chinerlow. Sid. 
Pearce . Buggins 
Laura & Company 

Be Detennined He1en. Kipps 
& Students 

I Don 't Believe a Word of It Ann. Flo. Victoria. 
& Kate 

A Proper Gentleman Kipps. Shop workers 

Too Far Above Me by Far Kipps. Ann 

If the Rains Got to Fall Kipps & Company 

Here Comes a Perfect Summers Company 
Day 

--------------- i\(:1r 2 
Scene 1: The Promenade No Need for Economy Sid. Pearce. Buggins. 

Kate . Flo & Victoria 

Scene 2: The Promenade The One Whos R1U1 Away Kipps. Chitterlow 

Scene 3: Folkstone Floral hall Finesse Mrs Walsingham. 
Helen. Mr Walsingham 

Scene 4: The Kitchen Long Ago Ann. Kipps 

Scene 5: Outside the Church Hall Flash Bang Wallop! Kipps & Company 

Scene 6: Rented House I Know Who I Am Ann 

Scene 7: The Building Site That's What Money's For Kipps. Sid. Pearce. 
Buggins & Company 

Scene 8: Soliloquy What Should I Feel Kipps 

Scene 9: The Promenade Half a Sixpence Ann. Kipps 

Scene 10: The Book Shop All in the Cause of Economy Sid. Pearce. Buggins. 
Flo. Kate & Victoria 

Scene 11: Finale Reprise Company 



Cast of Charac.ters 

At1her Kipps .. ..... . .... Domi.nic Johnslone Ann ....... ................. .... Tammy Wall 
Helen ....................... Zoe Jasko Chitterlow ................ Peter Sayers 
Sid ......................... Nick Baker Mr Walsingham ......... Peter DlUlham 
Buggins .............. .... V in Clemmens Mrs Walsingham ........ Alison Mills-BaIT 
Pearce ........ . ..... . .... Tim Spink Laura .. ..................... Louise Bateman 
KaTe ................ . . ... Gillian Shaw Jeremiah ......... . ........ Nathan Molyneux 
Vlctona .................. Samamha Ademan Gwendolin .. ............. Angela Monaghan 
Flo .................. ...... Alison Downes Young Kipps ............ . William Maxwell 
Mr Shalford ...... ....... Brian Ki.ng Young Ann ..... ... ......... Annalise Spink 
Attendant .. ...... .... .... Dot Lutkitl Rep011er ......... . .. ........ Colleen Town 

Company 
Roisin BaTeman, Keira BaTeman, MalY Fenie, Stevie Gibbs, RhialUlon Gibbs, Alan Gibbs, Graham Bit·d, 
Georgina Hill, Vid .. }' Collins, 

Production Crew 

ProducTion Director 
Stage Director 
Stage Manager 
Musical Director 
Choreographers 

Stage Manager 
Assistant Stage Manager 
Stage Crew 

Costume Mistress & Prompt 
Prope11ies Mrulager 
Propel1ies Team 
SOIUld 
Lighting Design 
Costumes 
Campus \Vest TIleatre manager 
Campus \Vest Technical manager 

Conductor 
Flute 
Clarinets 
Trumpets 
Trombone 
Hom 
Violitl 
Bass 
Percussion 
Keyboard 

Atnanda Sayers 
Vitl Clemmens 
Jackie Radford 
PeTer FalTell 
MalY Feni e, Sammllha Ademan, Tammy Wall 
& Alison Downes 
Vitlcent Clemmens 
Frances Green 
PeTer ChenelY, John TIlom, 
Rob Clemmens, Clms Love, Wendy Tomley 
Angela Dunham 
V mlessa Baker 
Katherine Brassett 
Teny Cull 
Richard Boaste 
TIleatrical Costumehouse (Westdiff) Ltd. 
Mark \Voolman 
Phil Bentley 

Orchestra 

Peter FruTell 
Clare Taylor 
Pat Light 
Tim Welch 
lrul Daniels 
Simon Cove 
Boris Peck 
Peter Neville 
Clrris Gray 
Dean Evans 



Tim Spink - Pearce (the Dandy) 
Tim says he leams the songs and lines whilsl riding his bike. He miUlaged to 
rehearse most of the play during the London to Brighlon charity bike ride in 
Jlme. mOlivating the other cyclists on Ihe way wilh a few songs - welllhey all 
sped off pretty quick ! When asked whill he enjoys the most: ·'leaming things I 
never expected r d need to know. tap dancing and shadow sleps !! 

Vin Clemmens - Buggins (the Pessimist) 
Vin is our CtuTelll society chainnan. stage manager and 
suppon aClor - a real 'can do· chap! ! Although playing 
the pessimisl in this show. Vin is not a pessimist by 
hean so he has to kurb his wit and keep a fork longue for 
this great supponing role . 

Nick Baker - Sid (the Socialist) 
Nick joined Ihe Thalians in 1981 10 play G1"emio in Kiss Me Kate. It was Ihere 
that he mel his wife Vanessa who now produces the most wondedill props for 
our shows. Nick ·s hobbies are sailing. cycling but above all acting. 

Gillian Shaw - Kate 
Gill joined Ihe 111alians in 1987 and has appeared in nearly every show since 
joining. Gill has also served for many years on the conmutlee only recently 
slanding dO\\ll 10 seJ .... e as Membership Secretary. Gi11" s firsl principal role \H\S 

Sue Snuth in No No Nmmetre followed by Mabel. the long suffering secrelary in 
Pajama Game and Annie Chapman in Jack rf,e Ripper. 

Samantha Ademan - Victoria 
Sam has been wilh the society for many years and has played many roles. Sam 
is also one of our choreographers . Sam choreographed the ballet scene in 
Oklahoma - a big dance number. Sam has also direcled many shows for the 
TImlians including The Wi:md of 0 : and Kiss life Kare. Previous leads have 
been Queen Vicloria in Jack rhe Ripper and Bloody Mary in Sowfl Pacific. 

Alison Downes - Flo 
TIlis will be Alisons fu·st suppo11 lead role. not that 
Alison is shy when it comes to perfomung . Her 
pelfonnance of 'If You Could See Me Now· was tm ly 
stulllung at our last Music Hall show !! 

Alison .MiIIs-Ban - M rs 'Valsingham 
Alison studied music at Colchesler Music College and 
her high slandards of singing and acting has won her 
many leads including Laurie in Oklahoma, Eliza in My 
Fair Lady, Malia in Wesr Side SfOl") ~ Hope Harcoun in 
Anything Goes. Katey BrO\\ll in Calamity Jmle. KilIe in 
Kiss /lie Kare and Sarah Brown in Gun and Dolls. 



DOlllinic Johnstone - Arthur Kipps 
This is Dom' s firs l performance with Ihe Thalians and also his fu'st major 
lead role in a show. During rehearsals Dom keeps us amused with his 
chann and wil. Dom is also our ayionics specialist and equally at home 
flitting around the inside of an RAF Tomado - Where he also leamt to lap 
dance !1 A la da di da. hip hip hUlTah proper genlieman ! 

Zoe Jasko - Helen \Valsinghalll 
TIlis is Zoes fU'st perfonnance with the TImlians bm Zoe is no newcomer to 
Ihe stage and has been perfonning for many years. Zoes buoyant challn and 
beautiful yoice fil perfectly with Ihis prut but pay attention as her painting 
classes can be ' caphJring' bmmay nOI re\"eal the difference between a horse 
and a dog ? 

TallllllY \Vall- Ann 
:\fusiclll ThNlIr l': Gladys in Pajml/a Gallle. Mruy Kdly in Jack rhe 
Ripper: Elllk1 in Anything Goes: Sally in BOlfies Cabaret: Charity in 
Slreer Charity: Lois/Bianca in Kiss lIIe Knre: Audrey in liTTle Shop of 
HO/Tors: \ViIUlie in Am/ie ger YOllr Glln: Nellie in SOlllh Pacific: Miss 
Bdl in Fallle; Sharonin in Slice of SaTllrday Night: Miranda in 
Forbidden Planet: Pilti-Singin in HOI Mikado: Bet in Oliwr: Calamity 
in Calalllill' Jane and Eliza in Mt· Fair Lndl' . . 
Plays:- Caitlin O'Hare in Ot'er the Ril"er alld tlll'ollgh the Woods: 
Bridget in Safari Party: Ensemble in Under Milktrood 

Peter Sayers - C hitterlow 
• 

Peler has appeared with TIle TIlalians since 1999 , His many leads include 
emly in Oklahoma, SI,:y Maslerson in GIIYS & Dolls, Billy in Anyrlling Goes 
and of course the Cowru'dly Lion in om production of The Wi::ard of 0::. His 
£1Yomite part 10 date was as Ihe sinister M .C. in Cabaret. Whilst his most 
demanding was Pelmcio in Kiss me KaTe. Peters most receIll appearances 
were Emile de Becque in SOlllh Pacific and Koko in The HOl Mikado, Wild 
Bill in Calalllily Jane and Higgins in My Fair Lady. 

Peter Dunhalll - 1\11' \\r alsinghalll 
A long selying TImlian chainlk1n only recenlly stepping down, Peters firs t 
show with the TImlians was Vagabond Killg in 1957, where as the yillain of 
the piece. he only lasted halfway Ihrough the firsl act 1 TIlis time he plays a 
ralher older Walsingham than H.G. Wells probably intended, but he does hang 
on 10 the second act (obviously getting much belter wilh age 1) 

Bl'ian King (MBE) - Ml' Shaifol'd 
In the realms of the perfonning ans Brian is yery wdl known. Brian joined Ihe 
TIlalians in 1967. His mosl enjoyed pan was playing Kipps in Half a SixPence. 
Howe\"er. Ihis time Briml plays the slem Mr Shalford, obsessed with System, 
Fishency and Economy. Brian is also well known for his Danesbmy charity 
work. and in 2004 was awarded an MBE for Selyices 10 the ConulltUlity. 



A Word From 0111' Chairma11 - Vi 11ce11t Cleml1le11S 
Good eyening. Firstly I would like 10 welcome you to this years show and giye my thanks for 
suppo11ing TIle Welwyl.l TIlalians. As you sil here looking through the programme. take a moment to 
think of all the hard work thaT has gone illlo producing a show like this. The months of rehearsals. the 
hours spent leaming lines and the work put in back stage. TIle week of performances seems to fly past 
and iT all seems oyer in such a sho11 lime . BUT the sense of achievement and The greaT nUl had by all 
makes iT w011h while. I would like to giye my thanks all Those inyolyed in this show. To Mandy Sayers 
and her hard work in direcTing the show. Peter FaJTell om musical director. Richard BoaSTe our lighting 
designer and all the casT members. principals and company. as well as all the back sTage crew beayering 
away unseen (hopefully). If you haye eyer Thought about giying conllnuniTy theatre a Try we are always 
pleased to see new members. If you fancy sTepping up in £i:OIll of the footlights or helpi.ng behind The 
scenes then contact om membership secreTmy Gillian Shaw . \Ve meet on Mondays and TIlUrsdays at 
the TImlians Hall in Bridge Road EaST opposite B&Q. Who knows next year it could be your name in 
lights. Enjoy The show. 

Director 
Amanda Sayer s 

Mandy has staJTed in n:l.1ny pasT Thalian productions such as Adelaide in Guys 
alld Dolls and Nancy in O/il"C/" but has also been a regular director WiTh The 
SocieTy for the last ten yem"S. By her 0'\11 admission Mandy prefers to take The 
reins for the more unusual shows and her talents in this sphere haye resulted in 
some 111IIy memorable productions such as Jack ri,e Ripper. Cabarel and The 
H OI Mikado. Her most recent appearance was staJTing as AtUlie Oakley 
opposiTe husband Peter in A. llllie Gel YOUI" GUll. 

FORCES RECRUITMENT SERVICES 

Joining Forces vvith Business 
Service Anatters 

:Musical Director - Peter Fa .... ell 
Peter graduated tiom the TIle Royal Academy of Music in 1975 and has 
enjoyed a professional career in music eyer since both perfonning and 
teaching from jazz to BeeThoyen. Peter is an eXTremely talented 
perfonner who became our MD in 1985 and has continued his yery 
successnil relationship WiTh us eyer since. 



Best of the Music Halls - Spl'ing 2012 
Our spring perfol1nance, shown at our own theatre in Welwyn 
Garden City, is a fabulous night out of music , dance and of 
course a fish and chip supper. This is a charity event intended 
for your charity. If you are a large charity and want to do 
something very different for fund raising then please contact 
Peter Dunham on 01707 33331 8. 



JVehvyn Tllalians - were formed in 1929 from a merger with two other amatem 
societies, the Bamstormers (drama) and the Operatic Society (music). The Old Welwyn 
Theau'e in Parh.'Way.later the Embassy Cinema, was the first venue. Most of the early shows 
were Gilbel1 and Sullivan productions. Dame Flora Robson, an early and active supporter, 
can still be remembered sweeping down the aisles. In those days ticket prices were 2/4d to 
5/9d and a special London train, the 10.52 pm, was put on to take patrons back to the city. 
The society's first producer was A W Richardson and it wasn't long before musical shows 
and 'straight' plays pomed OUT in succession while the reputation of the Thalians grew. A 
large scale production of Sr Joan was reported favomably at length in the Daily Telegraph 
no less. Festival triumphs took the society as far as America, where the 'Lord Howa rd De 
Warden Cup ' was won with Nor This Man by Sidney Box, The Thalians were also first at 
the Letchwonh Festival. Before closing down for the dmation in 1939 they presented the 
world premier of Castles in the Air Wlitten for the society by Sidney Box and Montgomety 
Tully with music by May H Brahe. This South American romance staned Mildred 
Thompson in her debut as a dark haired senorita. Her great grandchildren appear in this 
show today. After the war, in 1947, the Thalians were back in business with The Gondoliers 
and continued filling the Welwyn Theatre until in 1962 when, after a successful opening 
perfonnance of Carol/sel, a fire broke out and the stage was desu·oyed. The members pulled 
together and the remaining perfonnances were completed at a local school. When the 
Campus West Theatre opened the Society moved in and has been pelforming there ever 
since. Tempting and nostalgic as it is to glance back over such successful years it is really 
the futme we must face. Theatre is stmggling to compete with lifes modem age of TV and 
film, however, the "real" experience the theatre gives is unrivalled. We have a lot of fim 
rehearsing for these shows and perfonlling live IS to expenence real living. 

Pt'rfonning is fUD. If you fancy having a go theu why not come along and see. We meet 
Monday and Thmsday evenings at the New Thalian Hall right opposite B & Q in Bridge 
Road East. For further details contact our wonderful membership secretalY Gill Shaw Tel: 
01707334929 

2000 
2001 
2001 
2002 
2002 
2003 
2003 
2004 
2004 
2005 
2005 
2006 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 

Recent Past Productions 
Oklahoma 
The Pajama Game 
Guys And Dolls 
Jack The Ripper 
Anything Goes 
Cabaret 
The Wizard Of Oz 
Call Me Madam 
Sweet Charity 
Pirates Of Penzance 
Kiss Me Kate 
little Shop Of Horrors 
Annie Get Your Gun 
South Pacific 
The Hot Mikado 
Ca lamity Jane 
My Fair Lady 



Call 01462 625781 
www.disco-dllck.co.llk 

Wehrvyn Hatfield 

The WeJwyn Hatfield Times has been serving the population of the borough since 1928. IT is 
one of few remaining paid-for ti tles in the county. It plides itself on its close involvement 
with rhe comunmity. Based in WGC, the ti tle also covers Hatfield and the smronnding 
villages including Welwyn, Codicote , Knebwonh, Brookmans Park and Welham Green. 

The Welwyn Hatfield Times is blown for its many campaigning activities including its 
(then) successful bid to get a superhospiraJ built in Hatfield (later oveI1umed by the 
Govemment), bids to save the existing QE2 Hospital, the NoWaytolOk Green Belt 
campaign, Hatfield Town Centre regeneration and many, many, more. 

W~I ... yll. Thaharu HAS V20No,' lOll 



Half a Sixpence - Trivia 

Half a Sixpence is based on H.G. Wells book 'Kipps' 
published in 1905 - Wells considered th is his best 
novel. 

The original stage production of "Half a Sixpence" opened at the Broadhurst Theater in 
New York on April 25. 1965 staring Tommy Steele and Julia Foster. It ran for 511 
perfonnances and was nominated for the 1965 Tony Award for the Best Musical. Tommy 
Steele later recreated his stage role in the film version. 

Julia Foster (who played Ann) is Ben Fogles mother. Ben was first brought to our TV 
screens in 'Castaway' - a series about a group living on a remote Scottish island. 

Some say that Half a Sixpence was written arOlUld Steeles talents. His importance to the 
show is evident as he appears in nearly all the scenes. However. the first thing Kipps buys 
once he inheli ts his wealth is a Banjo - Some say written for Steele who is a good Banjo 
player. However. in H.G. Wells book - Kipps. the first thing Kipps buys is indeed a Banjo. 
Steele was just right for the pal1. 

The original ""Hal f a Six pence" was choreographed by Lesley Judd - probably better know 
as one of the long time Blue Peter presenters. 

Sixpence. blown colloquially as a tanner. or half-shilling. was a British 
pre-decimal coin. w011h pre-1971. six pence, or 1/40th of a pound. In 
England. the first sixpences were stmck in the reign of Edward VI in 
1551 and continued until they were rendered obsolete by decimalisation 
in 1971. The slang word 'tanner' meaning sixpence dates from the early 
1800s and is derived most probably from Romany gypsy 'tawllO' meaning 
small one. 

DANCE.BEAT. 
DaD("f' (01" tuD. m akf' D_' frif'DdS. JWrfona iD 

shows 01" ("hampionshlp rompfdt ions 
D aD"' Iw.t Is thf' 'l("hool (01" ~'ou! 

C bi"" .,.'aUahlf'ia Wf'lwyn Gal"df'n C ity 

Call 0146.'1 625781 
Disco Stl"f'f't St,'''' Rock D Roll Ballroom LatlD C bUdRDs-Pal1lrs PR-scbool 

K'K'", .dance-heal.co.uk 


