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Set partly in a Music H~~artly in the surrounding streets of 
Whit in the year 1888. 

It is a musical reconstruction of the incidents relating to what became 
known as the Ripper Murders. A solution to the ripper's identity is hinted 

at, but it is an atmospheric commentary rather than an historic 
re-enactment, shifting bet"""" reality aod artificiality with characters 

representing "teat' people aod players in the music ball aod audience. 



~ .... , .... ~, .......... , .... ~., ............. ~ ••.. ~.~~ • • • • ,Tammy Wall- Mary Kelly , 
:: Tummy has been a regular with the Thalians since appeari ng as Bet: 
:: in "Oliw.:r." Her powerful stage presence and singing talent made! 
: her an ideal choice to p lay principle roles as the precocious Ado :: 
! Annie in "Oklahoma" and Gladys in 'The Pajama Game" ! 
:: Tammy has previously appeared with the St Albans Operatic :: 
: society a nd was a fi nalist in la..;t years McMullens sponsored Star: • • 
: Search Talent Competi tion : 
• • • • ................... ~ ..... , ..................................... .. 

.... _ .... ***._ ......................................................................... .... 
• • 
-: Terry Cull - Montague Druitt : 
-: Terry Joined the Thalians in 1996 and h~ appeared in all but onc oC: 
:: our productions since. His principal roles have included Fagin in :: 
:: "Olivcr" and Will Parker in "Oklahoma" 1·lines in "Tire Po/all/a :: · ' . :: Game . .. and the wheeling dealing NUlhan Dctroit in "Cuys lIml f)o({.~" :: 

:: Terry is a member of the Thali:ms Music Hall group and a rcguhlT in :: • • 
:: the Scout and Guide Gang Shows :: 

· :.:.::;:;:~~~;:::::::~ ............. *--................................................................. .... 
........................................... __ •.....•...•••..••..••• ~. 
• • 
-: Samantha Mcrac - Lizzic Stride : 
: Although Sum has been a regular in most of the recent Thulian shows ! 
: mu<;h of her time has been devoted to dance and m.my of our beSI : 

: routines slleh as the ballet in "Oklahoma" and Luck Bc 1I Lady in: 
: "GIIY.\' and Dofl.~" arc thanks 10 her accomplished choreography. Her: 
: talents arc many however and as wcll as assisting the producer and : 
: chorcogr.1phing this show shc has managed to fi l in her firsl principle: 
: role since appearing as Belly in "No No Ncmelfe" : 
• • .. ~ .............. ~ .............................................. . 

........................................... _ ........................... . • • 
:: Hannah Britten - Polly Ann Nichols :: 
:: Hannah is onc of our newest members· having .mswered the call for : • • : chorus members in "GI1Y.~ and DoII.~.·' Her conr,dence is such however: 
! that she did notllinch from playing the Rippers first victim and open the :: 
: show with Ihe fiNt song. Hannah has previously appeared in Gilben and :: 
: Sullivan's "The Gondoliers" with the Stanton TheatfC Group : 
• • • • __ .... " ..... " ••••• , ••• ro ................... _ ................................... ". ••• ".". 

........... , ••• , ........................ ,....,...... ......... " •• R.' ........ " .................... _ ..... 
• • 
:: Gillian Shaw - Annic Chapman :-
:- Gill has becn with the Thalians since 1987 and as well as perromling she :­
: has bt.~n a long standing committee member.and editor of the Society :: 
:- ncwsleller. An accomplished singer and actor she has appeared in all the :­
:: recent Tha1i:m Shows and gavc a I11cl11omble perfonnanec as the Ion" : · ' . : suffering secretary Mabel in thc "Pajlllllll GlImlf" :: 
:- Gi ll's prcviou~ principle roles include Sue Smith in "No No NUlWIlIf " : 
• • • • • • • • ....... , .... "~" ... " .. "" ....... "".~ ... " .... ~ ...... ,,.~., ..... -



....... H .......... · ...................................................... . • • 
: Peter Sayers - The Chairman : 
: Peter first appeared in the Thal ians production of "Oh What a : 
: Lovely War" With his fine tenor voice however he was a : • • 
: natuml choice to play "Cllr!y " in the Thalians protluction of : 
: "Okla/roma." He followe tl Ihut with his second leatl role as : 
: Sitl Sorokin in 'The Pujulllu GUIII/!. " antl more recently Sky : 
: Masterson in "GuY,I' ami Doll.\" " Pctcr also si ng.~ tenor with the : 
: Police choir as well as appeari ng in the Thalians Music Hall. : • • • • ........... ................ ........ ...... *****~.* .......... * .... 

~ .......... ****** ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ... 
• • 
: Matthew Greenbank - Daniel Mendoza i 
: Although onc of our younger mcmbcn; Matthew has gl.lim."tl : 
: considcrable ex perience on stage both with the Thalians and the : 
! Barn Theatre. His natural talents mutle him an itleal choice as The i 
: Dodgcr in O!il'er! Othcr principle rolcs ror the Thalians include : 
: Prcz in '"The Pai{I/I/(/ Gum,· " and more n:ccntly Nicely Nicely : .' . 
: Johnson in "CuY,I' lIml f)oll.~ ". : 
• • ...... * ...... ' . ............................................................ . 

Jack Thc Rippcr was one of the 
very last musica l plays to originate 
at the Players Theatre the 
organisation that gave the world The 
Boy Friend, Twenty Minutes South, 
The Crooked Mi le and John ny the 
Priest among others - opened at the 
Ambassadors Theatre in September 
1974, With book and lyrics by Ran 
Pember and Denis Dc Mame and 
music by Pember, this game little 
show drew large ly negative reviews, 

It was nevertheless a score that had 
many good things in it, and two 
songs at least that linger in the 
memory - 'Goodbye Day' and 'Step 
Across the Ri ver'. The score was 
professiona lly recorded by the 
original cast, but the recording has 
never been published. 
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Lime Stride ............................. . 
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ACTl 

Saturday Night ..................................... . 
Sing Sing ................................... _ ........... . 
Generally Nice ...................................... . 
God Bless Us .......... ............................... . 
Good-bye Day ..........•............•...•.•...•... 
What a Life ........................................... . 
Love ...................................................... . 
Rippers going to get you ..................... . 

ACT 2 

Polly Ilnd Company 
The Company 
Ma'Y 
The Company 
Maty. LiWe and Annie 
»an and Company 
Ma'Y 
Annie and the Gang 

God Bless (reprise) ................................ The Company 
Charlie & Queenie ................................. Liuie and the Chairman 
Half a Dozen Pints ................... ,............. Mary 
There's a Boat Coming In ..................... Tire Company 
There Aio't Any Work Today .............. The Chairman 
Look at Them ........................................ TIre Company 
Suspects ................................................. TIre Company 
Women's Clotbes ................................... Sergeant Coles & Constables 
Step Across The River ........................... Mary and Liuie 
Montage ................................................. Tire Company 
Saturday Night (reprise) ...................... The Company 

Piano ................................. ........ Peter Farrell 
Percussion ...... ... .... ... ...... .......... Brian Booth 
Ba •• Guitar .............................. John Smith 

, , , 
• 



• • • • ~ Producer - Amanda Maxwell i 
! Mandy is gclting used 10 jumping from lc<ld roh..-s to the produccnI i: 
: chai r this being her fou rth consecutive spring protJuction for the ~ 
g Thalians. Previous rl."{.'Cn! successc:-; have been "Nu No N(j/u~l1e" ! 
i "Oh 11'//(/1 (I w l'eiy War" anu "The Plljtll/UI Galll!:", Mandy says I 
g tile Ripper has been her most challenging product ion to date. [! 
.Q hope you wil l agree it the final result proves that the challenge has : 
i been surp:L<;scd with yet another enjoyable production. ! 
~~nnb""bnD'DDn·Dn.'DD •• _nD_'_"'?·" D'ODnDnnnnnnOQQnnDnnnnooooDP2 

" O'ononnnnOOO DOO"r",r""ono'o'n"""" '-nn"Dnn nnDnn"O'o'OO 

! Musical Director - Peter FarreU i 
! Gr.uJuatoo from Ihe The Royal Academy of Music in 1975 and i 
J has enjoyed a professional career in music both (>Crforming and ~ 
j teaching from jazz to Beethoven. Peter is an extremely talented i 
i: perfomler who became our MD in 1985 and has continued h i ~ ! 
i very successful relationship with us ever since. ~ 
~7000DD'DDgDgOOOOOo"=='O===o70"DngD==DDo= ODD=oDDnn 'Dn "o"'D,g 
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Light ing Oper.:l.tor ................................... .... ..... . 
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Jack the Ripper 

There is no other seri .. ! killer in history that chills the blood or heightens the imagination as much as 
Jack the Ripper. Over 100 years after the events in Whitechapel the murders are still surrounded in 
mystery. Over eighty books have been wrilten o n the subject and there are t housand~ of 
profo:ssional and amateur Ripperologisls who will cnlhusiastically expound thei r own theories. Yet 
the identity orlhe kil ler remains as elusive today as il was in 188K 

Anything between four and eleven crimes at different limes have been attributed to Jack the 
Ripper but most experts now agree wilh Si r Melville Mcnaughlon who joi ned Scolland Yard as 
Assistant ChiefComilable in 1889 the year fo llowing the crimes. He look an intense interest in the 
cOIse :lI1d in his private notes he wrote "The Whitcch<lpcl Murderer had five victims and five victims 
only" 

Of those five victims the first was Mary (Po ll y) Nichols who was found murdered in Bucks 
Row on 31st August 1888 the second was Annic Chapman who was d iscovered in the reaT yard of 
29 Hanbury Street in the early hours of 8th September 1888. Thcre then followed a three week lull 
before the Ripper struck again with a do uble mu rder on the night of 30th September 1888. The 
unfo rtunate victims three and four were (Long) Liz Stride who was found in the entrance to 
Du lfield's Yard Bemer Strect at approx 1.00 am and Calherine Eddowes who was discovered in 
Mitre Square at 1.45 arn. All the women had d ied from a slash to the throat and all except for Liz 
Stride had been disembowelled. The Ripper, a name given to the killer by the ncwspapers as the 
result of a letter received. had struck sheer terror into the heart of the east end. On at least two 
occasions the be3.~t had been within minutes or even seconds o f being discovered and yet each time 
appe:lred 10 melt into the misty shadows of Victorian London. 

The Ripper saved his most gruesome crime howcver fo r his lus t victim. On Ihe 'llh November 
1888 Mary Jane Kelly was murden."<I around 3.30am in her lodgings at 13 Millers Court. off DOnlet 
Street. Whitechapel. She had been mutilated beyond recogni tion. The outcry that fo llowed resul ted 
in the Ihen Commissioner for Police Sir Charles Warren 's immediate resignation. 

Many theories have been put forward 3.~ 10 the identi ty of the killer and whether or not the 
murders were linked by some conspiracy. It h3.'> even been suggested that Queen Vic toria's 
grandson Prince Albert Victor was involved, which ,many say. is the reason why the Queen took 
such an interest in the C3.~e. More recently Sir Edward Gull the queens surgeon. Or Fra.ncis 
Tumblety an American quack doctor and James Maybrick a Li verpool cotton merchant have all 
been named. 

In 1888 however rumours abounded. A IClIther apron found near the body of Annic Chapman 
lead to the arrest, and subsequent release. of a Jewish butcher. Many thought it was a foreign sailor 
from one of the ships in the London Docks. There was even a rumour at one time that the killer 
was a women 

Let us leave the 1:1st word howcver with Sir Me1vin Mcnaughton who wrote in his memOr.lnda 
that he believed the killer to be Monlague John Drui lt, said 10 be a failed London Bani ster, who 
disappeared and committed suicide shortly after the las t murder ,md was pulled from the Thames at 
Ch iswick a month later. 

Whatever the myths and theories thut surround the events of that dreadful autumn of 1888 
however. one inescapable fact is that five women. who were already suffering a life of incredible 
hardship were brutally murdered. 13.'ik you therefore to spare a mOIll!;!nts thought for the memories 
of Polly Nichols, Annie Chapman. Lizzie Stride. Catheri ne Eddowcs and Mary Jane Kell y live 
un lortunatcs of Wh itchapcl. 
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If this show has encouraged you to sing and dance 
then why not join us? We meet Mondays and 

Thursdays at Lawrence Hall, Applecroft Road, WGc. 
Please apply for more details to the membership 
secretary, Jackie Radford, 71 Stockbreach Close, 

Hatfield. Tel: 01707 260171 

The Welwyn Thalians Old Time Music Hall group 
is available for fund raising functions. Please 

contact our chairman, Mr Peter Dunham, 
on 01707 333318 

The Society wishes to express 
its thanks to the Welwyn 

HatfieId District Council and 
to Campus West, fur the 

support give~ to this 
productIon. 

We have been helped by i 

COMMUNITY 
GRANT 

from 

ImI WELWYN HATFlELD COUNCIL 


