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My Fair Lady 
Prof Henry Higg ins - a bachelor and recognised professor of language and phonetics is 
prowl ing the streets of l ondon, record ing loca l spoken dialects . He is noting down the 
conversations of a cockney flower girl 'Eliza Doolittle' when he is discovered by the local 
street goers and mistaken for a police detective (a "tec"). This encounter leads to a chance 
meeting with 'Col. Hugh Pickering ' also a noted British lingu ist just back from India. Higgins 
boasts to Pickering that he cou ld transform the unrefined, dirty, cockney flower girl (Eliza) 
into a refined Victorian lady and pass her off at any high society social fu nction as a member 
of the aristocracy. Pickering proposes a wager with Higgins that he can't do it. Ignoring the 
emotional effect this may have on the girl and the consequence of wh at to do with her when 
they have finished, Higgins accepts. Eliza, full of pride and misunderstand ing, turns up on 
Henrys door step and offers to pay for her tuition and unknowingly becoming their test case. 
Eliza hopes that once tutored she will be able to work in a shop however, all fa il to foresee 
what is to become of her. Elizas father (Alfred P. Doolittle) another cockney with a gift for 
rhetoric upon hearing of Elizas 'turn of fortune' expresses his concern to Higgins but even 
with the conflicting rea lities of social injustice, turns a blind eye in favour of a small some of 
money. 

After many weeks of hard work, long hours and li tt le sleep, to every ones joy and relief, the 
transformation takes place. Ascot is chosen as the venue to test Eliza where Mrs Higgins 
(Henrys mother) has a race course box where she invites all her aristocratic fr iends. Mrs 
Higg ins is shocked when she hears her son is bringing a common flower girl to Ascot, but, 
after their introduction , Mrs Higgins mother takes a shine to Eliza as does Freddy Eynsford­
Hill, a young gentleman who fa lls mad ly in love with Eliza. Freddy is so besotted with Eliza 
that he camps outside Higgins house just to be 'on the street where she lives'. Henry 
Higgins thus wins the wager but what now becomes of Eliza as Henry has grown 
accustomed to her face and can't contemplate life without her presence. 

The musica l "My Fa ir l ady" is based on the book Pygmalion - a classic book written by 
George Bernard Shaw, a writer very local to Welwyn - living in Ayot St . laurence. Shaw's 
Pygmalion retells a myth by Ovid, in which a man creates and falls in love with a female 
statue. The goddess of love takes pity on the man, and brings the statue to life. "My Fair 
lady" turns a drama of mytholog ical weight into a light hearted musical comedy. 
When George Bernard Shaw wrote Pygmal ion, nearly a century ago, no one cou ld have 
predicted his play would eventua lly be converted into one of the great musicals of our time. 

"The English have no respect for their language, and will not teach their children to speak it. 
They spell it so abominably that no man can teach himself what it sounds like" 
-George Bernard Shaw (born Dublin 1856) 

"My Fair l ady" made theatre history when it opened on Broadway. Waiting for tickets to see 

a show was something unheard of for a musical. The origina l stage cast included Julie 

Andrews (as Eliza), Rex Harrison (as Higgins) and Stanley Holloway (as Alfred P Doolittle) 



A Word From 01lr Chairmall - Villcellt Clemmells 

Good evening. FirsTly I would like to welcome you TO this years show and giye my thank s for suppOJ1ing 
TIle Welwyn TImlians. As you sit here looking tlll"OUgll the programme. Take a moment TO think of all the 
hard work That has gone into producing a show like This. TIle mOnThs of rehearsals. The hours spenT 
leaming lines and the work pUT in back stage. TIle week ofperfonnances seems TO fly past and it all 
seems oyer in such a Sho11Time. But the sense of achievement and the great fun had by all makes iT 
\\'ol1h while. I would like to gin my thanks all those involyed in this show. To Mandy Sayers and 
Angela Dunham for their hard work in directing The show. PeTer Fandl our musical direcTor. Richard 
BoaSTe our ligllling designer and all The cast members. principals and ensemble. as well as all The back 
sTage crew beayering away tlllSeen (hope£i.illy). If you haye eyer Thought about giying community theall·e 
a ny we are always pleased to see new members. If you fancy sTepping up in iionT of The footlighTs or 
helping behind the scenes then contact om membership secretaty Jill Shaw (DeTails on the back of This 
programme) . We meet on Mondays and TImrsdays at The TIlalians Hall in Bridge Road East OpposiTe 
B&Q. Who knows neXT year iT could be your name in lighTS. 
Enjoy the show. 

Our rwo "Fair" Ladies 

Directors 
Angela Dunham & Amanda Sayers 

Angelas last singing role with The TImliatlS was Madam 
Glayatl in TIle Mel1~ · Widol!" after that she spenT 18 years 
singing professionally before renmling to the TIlalians in a 
directors role for shows like Olirel", West Side StOI1 ; 
Oklahoma and The King alld I - jusT to name a few. Angela 
remembers playing Eliza herself. so anned with This fIrsT 
hand experience it is a pleasure to see Angela Team up with 
her daughter Mandy in a co-directors role TO bring you this 
fabulous show. 
Mandy staned in many past TIlalian ProducTions such as 
Adelaide in Guys alld Dolls and Nancy in O/il "el" bUT has 
also been a regular direcTor with the Society for the lasT ten 
yeat"S. By her own admission Mandy prefers to Take the 
reins for The more uIlusual shows and her talenTs in this 
sphere haye resulted in some ll1ily memorable productions 
such as Jack {he Ripper. Cabarer atld The Ho{ Mikado Her 
most recent appeat·ance was statTing as Annie Oakley 
opposiTe husband Peter in Anllie Gel Your GUll. 

:Musical Director - Peter Farrell 
Peter graduated from the TIle Royal Academy of Music in 1975 and has 
enjoyed a professional cat·eer in music ever siIlce both petfonning and 
Teaching from jazz to BeeThoven. PeTer is an extremely talented per fonner 
who became our MD in 1985 and has continued his velY successull 
relationship with us ever since. 



Tammy'Vall- Eliza Doolittle 
Musiclll Th('lltl"(,: Dorothy in Wi::ard of 0 ::: Ado AtUliein Oklahoma: 
Gladys in Pajallla Game. MalY Kelly in Jack rhe Ripper: Emm in Anyrfl ing 
Goes: Sally in BOll"les Cabaret: Charity in SlreeT Charity: LoislBianca in 
Kiss me Kare: Audrey in Liflle Shop of HO/Tors: Wimue in Allllie get your 
GUll : Nellie in South Pacific: Miss Bell in Fame; Sharonin in Slice of 
Sarurday NighT: Miranda in Forbiddell Plallet: Pini-Singin in HOf 
Mikado: Bet in O!tl"er: Calanuty in Calalll iryJalle. 
Ens('m bl(': BroadwayPirates: Lead Vocalist in Godspell: Fame: 
Gllys&Dolls; War ofrhe Worlds (MinackTIleaTre). 

Plll YS (Bal"uTll(,lltl"(,):- CaitlinO'Hare in 01.-er fI,e Ri\"er and through 
fI,e Woods: Bridge! in Safari Pal"l~ '; Ensemble in Under Milklrood 

' Vorkshops: AndrewLloyd Webber's BBC's Search for a Dom/hy . 

Peter Sayers - Prof. Henry Higgins 
PeTer has appeared WiTh TIle TIlalians since 1999. His many leads include 
Curly in OklallOma, Sky MasTerson in Guys & Dolls, Billy in Allyrhing 
Goes and of COlu'se the Cowardly lion in om producTion of The Wi::ard of 
0 ::. His fa\"ourite pan TO daTe was as The sinister M .C. in CabareT. WhilsT 
his most demanding was Petrucio in Kiss me Kare. Peters most recent 
appearances were Em.i.le de Beque in SOlllh Pacific and Koko in The HOT 
Mikado and sme ShOT Wild Bill Hickock in CalallliT\" Jalle. 

Peter Dunham - Col. Hugh Pickering 
Peters firsT show WiTh the TIlali.ans was Vagabond King in 1957 where as the 
\"illain of the piece. he only lasted half way Through the fa"St act ! 
TIlis time as Colonel Pickering he does hang on to the second act (ob\"iously 
getting much better with age 1) although does again mysteriously disappear 
half way Through the second acT. 

Terry Cull- Alfred P. Doolittle 
Teny has been with The society since 1996 and has played a \"ariety of 
leads i.ncluding Will Parker in Oklahoma, TIle Scarecrow in the Wi::ard of 
0 ::, HelT Schultz in Cabaret and. his £1\"OtulTe characTer. Nathan DetroiT in 
Guys and Dolls. More recently you may ha\"e seen Teny as the Maj or 
General in Pirates of Pen::allce , Mushnick in Litlle Shop of Horrors and 
Luther Bissett in SOlllh Pacific. T ellY is also a regular in the TImlians Old 
Time Music Hall Productions. 

Andy Hill - Freddy Eynsford-Hill 
After lImny years away from the stage. Andy was tempted back on stage last 
year to play in A Afidsomers Night Dream. From that to this show he has also 
managed to fit in a role as an English officer in Translations. the nalTator for 
Ullder Milklrood and also played at the M iuack TIleatre in COlllwall (with a 
musical solo 1) We welcome Atldy to his fil"St show WiTh the TImli.ans. 



Gillian Shaw - lVII's Peal'ce 
Gill joined the TIlalians in 1987 and has appeared in nearly e\"ely show since 
joining. Gill has also ser;ed for many years on the CommiTtee only recently 
standing dO\\l1 to selye as Membership SecreTmy. Gill's first principal role was 
Sue SmiTh in No No Nmmelfe followed by Mabel. The log suffering secretaty in 
Pajm/Ia Game and Atlllie Chapmatl in Jack Ihe Ripper where she met an 
UnfO!TIllIaTe grizzly end! Her fayourite role was as Glinda in The Wi::ard 010::. 

Anne 'Voolmington - :Ml's Higgins 
Atme has perfonlled many times with The Thalians including The Old Time 
Music Hall. A.nne is also been a member of the bam TIleatre which she has 
been for oyer 40 years . TIlis is her second appearance in Afy Fair Lady with the 
TIlalians - now being promoTed from Mr Pearce to Mrs Higgins. 

Dot Lutkin -lVII's E ynsford-Hill 
Dot joined the TIlaliatls in 1978. Her firsT performance was in SOlllh Pacific 
bill her most loyed show is OliYer. Dot has also played matlY a Time in The 
Trayelling music hall atld has also suppon ed the socieTy in Yatl0us non stage 
roles - front of house. cosnlllles and props. A fabulous all rotlllder we thank 
for her hat·d work atld good all rotmd talent. 

Bl'ian King (MBE) - Zoltan Karparthy 
In the realms of the perfonlling ans Brian is yelY well known. Brian joined 
the TIlalians in 1967. His most enjoyed pan was playing Kipps in Half a Six 
pence. Brian has also spent 30 years as a producer with the \VelwYII \Vailers 
and The Hatfield gang shows. Briatl is a Yely well known face arolUld Old 
WelwYII. nlainly for his char iTy work with Danesbmy. In 2004, Brian was 
awarded an MBE for Sen:ices to the ConlllluniTy. 

N"ick Bllbr & Tim SIJillk - Hll lTY & Jami(' 

Nick joined the TImlians in 1981 to do Iolamlle after 
'discoyering' Gilben & Sulli\"an at school. His neXT TIlalians 
show was M\· Fair Lad\', also in 1981. where he meT his 
nlnlre wife Vanessa (who is responsible for creaTing and 
SOurCillg The props). Both of Nick and Vanessa's children 
(now grown up) haye perfonlled in TIlalians producTions. 

Tim's first show was last year in CalamifY Jane where he 
expected TO be in the choms but acnmlly played Joe the bar 
nlan (seT em up Joe !!). Tim joined init ially just TO suppon his 
son bill liked it so much he stayed on. Tim also appeared in 
this years Old Time Music Hall. 



Scene 1 

Scene 2 

Scene 3 

Scene 4 

Scene 5 

Scene 6 
Scene 7 

Scene 8 

The place is London, rhe rime - 1912 

--------------- ACT I --------------

Outside The opera house. Cm'ent Garden Why can'T the English (Higgins) 
Wouldn't it be 10\"erJy (Eliza) 

A tenement section. Totlenham \Vith a little biT of luck (Doolittle. Hany 
& Jamie) 

Higgins shJdy, TIle neXT day I'm an ordinalY man (Higgins) 

A tenement secTion. Little biT of luck - Reprise (Doolittle & 
mid-day, se\"eral weeks later Ensemble) 

Higgins study, Later that aftemoon Just you wait (Eliza) 

Outside Ascot. A Judy aftemoon 

TIle sel .... ant choms (Sel .... ants) 
TIle rain in Spain (Higgins. Eliza, Pickering) 
I could haye danced all night (Eliza) 

Inside Ascot. ImmediaTely following Ascot gayotle (Full ensemble) 
End of gayotle (Full ensemble) 

Outside Higgins House, \Vimpole STreet On The STreet where you li\"e (Freddy) 

Scene 9 Higgins shJdy, The ew ning six weeks laTer 
Scene 10 Transylyanian Embassy Prom. 

--------------- ACT 2 -------------

Scene 1 
Scene 2 

Scene 3 

Scene 4 

Scene 5 

Scene 6 

Scene 7 

Scene 8 

Transylyanian Embassy Ballroom 
Higgins study, 3:00am in The moming 

Outside Higgins house 

Flower market. Cm 'ent Garden - Early 

Upstairs hall ofH iggins house 

TIle garden of Mrs Higgins house 

Outside Higgins house 

Higgins study 

You did it (Higgins, Pickering, Mrs Pearce 
& Selyants) 

On The STreet where you li\"e Reprise (Freddy) 
Show me (Eliza) 

Wouldn't it be 10\"erJy - Reprise 
Get me to The chmch on Time 

Hymn to him (Higgins) 

Without you (Higgins & Eliza) 

(Eliza & men) 
(DooliTtle 
& Ensemble) 

I've grown accustomed to yom face (Higgins) 



Cast of Characters 

EIi::a Doolirrle Tammy Wall Freddy EYllesford-HiIl A.ndy Hill 
Professor Higgills Peter Sayers Mrs . Eynesford-HiIl Dot Lutkin 
Colonel Pickerillg Peter Dunham Zollall Kfllparrhy Briml King 
Alfred Doolirrle TenyCull Jall/ie Tim Spink 
AIrs. Pearce Gillian Shaw H allV Nick Baker 
Mrs. Higgills Anne Woohnington 

S(, l'van ts 
Alison Downes. Samantha McRae: Angela Monaghan: Jackie Radford: Hmmah MaxwelL Emma 
Kemble-Fox. Speciosa Naka\l.una 

Ens('mbl(' 
Louise BaTeman. Roisin Bateman. Keira Bateman. STe\ie Gibbs: Mmy FelTie. Colleen Town. William 
MaxwelL Alan Gibbs. Graham Bird. Nathan Molyneux. Manin Desmond. Richard Eden 

Production Crew 

ProducTion Directors 
ProducTion Mmmger 
Musical Director 
Choreographer 
Dance CapTain 
Stage Manager 
Assistant Stage Manager 
Stage Crew 

Propel1ies Mmlager 
Propel1ies Team 
SOImd 
LighTing Design 
CostlUnes 
Campus \Vest 11leatre manager 
Capus West ChiefTechniciml 

Conductor 
FlUTe 
Clarinets 

Oboe 
Bassoon 
T111mpeTs 

Trombone 
H011l 

Violins 

Viola 
Cello 
Bass 
Percussion 

A.ngela Dunham & Amanda Sayers 
Vin Clemmens 
Peter FalTell 
Samantha McRae 
Mary FelTie 
Vincent Clemmens 
Frances Green 
Jon Marsh MBE. Peter ChenelY. John 1110111. 
Rob Clelllmens. Chris Loye. Wendy Tonney 
Vanessa Baker 
Katherine Brassett 
Alex Dugdale 
Richard BoaSTe 
Theatrical Costumehouse (\VesTclifi) LTd. 
Mark \Vooln:l.1n 
Andy Pye 

Orcheslra 

Peter FalTell 
Clare Taylor 
Andrew Pummell 
Pat Light 
Isobel Naylor 
Rebecca Maclean 
Ellie Morgml 
Tim Welch 
Iml Daniels 
Simon Coye 
Helen Sanders - Hewett 
Angela Pulsford 
Pmn Davies 
Tom Ried 
Rosemmy Leak 
Peter Ne\ille 
Clu·is Gray 





JVe/IVy l1 Tllalial1s - were fonned in 1929 £i'om a merger WiTh two oTher amaTeur societies. 
The Bamstonners (drama) and The Operatic Society (music) . TIle Old Welwyn TIleaTre m 
Parbvay. later The Embassy Cinema. was the first yenue. Most of the early shows were Gilbert 
and Sulliyan Productions. Dame Flora Robson. an early and aCTiYe supponer. can still be 
remembered sweeping down the aisles. In those days Ticket prices were 2/4d to 5/9d and a 
special London train. the 10.52 pm. was put on to Take patrons back to the city. The society's 
firST producer was A \V Richardson and iT wasn'T long before musical shows and 'straight" plays 
pomed OUl in succession while the reputation of The Thalians grew. A large scale production of 
Sr JOGn was reported fayoumbly at length in the Daily Telegraph no less. Festi\"a l triumphs took 
The society as £11' as America. where the ' Lord Howard De \Varden Cup' was won with Nor This 
Man by Sidney Box. TIle TIlalians were also fU'st aT the Letchwonh Festival. Before dosing 
do,m for the duration in 1939 they presented The world premier of Casrles in rfle Ai,. \\llTten for 
The society by Sidney Box and MOIllgomelY Tully with music by May H Brahe. TIlis South 
American Romance staned Mildred TIlOmpson in her debut as a dark haired senorita. Her greaT 
Grandchildren appear in this show today. After the war. in 1947, the TIlalians were back in 
business WiTh The Gondoliers and continued filling the Welwyn TIleatre tullil in 1962 when. 
after a successful opening perfOllllanCe of Carol/sel, a fire broke out and the stage was 
destroyed. TIle members pulled Together and the renlaining perfonnances were completed at a 
local school. \Vhen the Campus \VesT TheaTre opened the Society moyed in and has been 
perfonlling here eyer since. TempTing and nostalgic as it is to glance back oyer such successfi.il 
years it is really the fi.ltme we must face . TIleatre is stJ1Jggling TO compete with lifes modem age 
of TV and Film. howeyer. The "'real"' expellence the Theatre gives is unri\"alled. We haye a lot of 
fi.1Il rehearsing for These shows and perfonni.ng liye is TO experience real liying. \Ve hope you 
enjoy The show and w(' thank you fOI" your loyal SUPPOI·T. 

1996 
1997 
1997 
1998 
1998 
1999 
1999 
2000 
2000 
2001 
2001 
2002 
2002 
2003 
2003 
2004 
2004 
2005 
2005 
2006 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 

Recel1t Past Productiol1S 

West Side Story 
Godspell 
Fidd ler On The Roof 
The Boyfriend 
The W izard Of Oz 
No No Nannet 
Oliver 
Oh What A l ove ly War 
Oklahoma 
The Pajama Game 
Guys And Dolls 
Jack The Ripper 
Anything Goes 
Cabaret 
The Wizard Of Oz 
Call Me Madam 
Sweet Charity 
Pirates Of Penzance 
Kiss Me Kate 
little Shop Of Horrors 
Annie Get Your Gun 
South Pacific 
The Hot Mikado 
Calamity Jane 



Lets all go to the Music Hall 

'Velwy" Thalians will be performing a full length 
Musical Show at their new club premises in Bridge Road 
East to raise funds for the Society. Full supper included. 
Book early to avoid disappointment. 

Performing is fun. If you liked the show and fancy having a go then why not 
come down and see. We meet Mondays and Thursday evenings at the New 
Thalian Hall right opposite B & Q in Bridge Road East. For further details 
contact our wonderful membership secretary Gill Shaw Tel: 01707 334929. 

The Welwyn Thalians travelling Music Hall Show is available for functions and 
fund raising events. A most entertaining performing spectacular of 1 to 2 hours 
in length which can be tailored to meet your requirements and venue. For 
details of rates and availability please ring Peter Dunham on 01707 333318. 

The cost of performing musical shows has risen considerably in the last few 
years to such a degree that amateur societies such as ourselves rely heavily on 
income from ticket sales to remain solvent. Unfortunately in recent years there 
has been a steady decline at the box office which, if it continues, could 
jeopardise future productions. 
If you have enjoyed tonight's show then please te ll your friends and encourage 
them to buy tickets and support us for th is and future performances. If you feel 
you are able to assist financially in the way of sponsorship or advertising for 
future shows please contact Peter Dunham on 01707 333318. 

\\'.Iw)'n Thah: .. " MfL V l9 Nov 2010 



MFL Trivia 

Jeremy Bret!, who plays Freddy celebrated his 30th birthday during filming. He was very 
surprised to learn that all of his sing ing was to be dubbed by a 42-year-old American named 
Bill Shirley, especia lly since his own singing voice at that time was remarkably good . (No 
dubbing in this show !! ) 

James Cagney was originally offered the role of Alfred Doolitt le. When he pulled out at the 
last minute, it went to Stanley Holloway (I just can't image James Cagney sign ing I'm getting 
married in the morning through his teeth I! ) 

Audrey Hepburn's singing vo ice is dubbed by Marni Nixon except for the fi rst part of "Just 
You Wait, Henry Higg ins" When the song heads into the soprano range Nixon takes over 
voca ls. Hepburn sings the last 30 seconds of the song as well as the brief reprise. She also 
sings the sing-talking parts for "The Ra in in Spain". Overall , as Hepburn reportedly said, about 
90% of her sing ing was dubbed. That was far more than she expected. 

My Fa ir l ady was the fina l fi lm of veteran actor Henry Daniell , who is unbilled as The 
Ambassador. He died of a heart attack on 31 October 1963, just hours after completing the 
dress ball sequences. 

Audrey Hepburn announced the assassination of Pres. John F. Kennedy to the devastated 
cast and crew immediately after fi lming the number 'Wouldn't It be loverly?" on the Covent 
Garden set on 22 November 1963. 

About twenty minutes before the end, Colonel Pickering offers to go off and find the missing 
Eliza. He exits the library set - and is never seen again!!! 

Jack Wamer originally didn't want Rex Harrison to reprise his stage role as Higg ins for the fi lm 
version, since he had seen Cleopatra (1963) and thought the actor looked too old to be 
believab le as Audrey Hepburn's love interest . Peter OToole was considered for the role but 
his sa lary demands were too high. Cary Grant was offered the role but turned it down. 
Harrison responded in a lette r to Warner that he had only looked old as Gaius Julius Caesar 
because he had been playing an epileptic at the end of his life , and after send ing some 
publicity photographs of himself - minus his toupee - he was eventually cast. 

Julie Andrews was the first choice for the role of Eliza Doolittle, but Warner Brothers, wh ich 
had paid $5 mill ion for the rights to the musical, didn't want to risk a stage actress in the 
centra l role of a $17 -million fi lm - It went to Audrey Hepburn. 

Because of the way Rex Harrison talked his way through the musical numbers, they were 
unable to prerecord them and have him lip-sync. A wireless microphone (one of the fi rst ever 
developed) was rigged up and hidden under his tie. However, this meant that his mouth and 
words were completely in sync when everyone else's looked off, since they were lip-syncing 
(when everyone is lip-syncing, it's not that noticeable) The stud io thought that this was too 
obvious so they altered Harrison's soundtrack , lengthening and shortening notes in various 
places so that his synchronicity is slightly off li ke all the other actors. 

The orig inal Broadway production of My Fair Lady opened at the Mark Hellinger Theater in 
New York on March 15, 1956, and ran for 2717 performances, which was, at the time, the 
longest run a Broadway show had ever had. 


